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CHILDHOOD LEAD POISONING PREVENTION PROGRAM (CLPPP)
PROPERTY TRANSFER LEAD PAINT NOTIFICATION

Under Massachusetts and federal law, this notification package must be given to prospective
purchasers of homes built before 1978. This package must be given in full to meet state and federal
requirements. It may be copied, as long as the type size is not made smaller. Every seller and any real
estate agent involved in the sale must give this package before the signing of a purchase and sale
agreement, a lease with an option to purchase, or, under state law, a memorandum of agreement used in
foreclosure sales. Sellers and agents must also tell the prospective purchaser any information they know
about lead in the home. They must also give a copy of any lead inspection report, risk assessment report,
Letter of Compliance or Letter of Interim Control. This package is for compliance with both state and
federal lead notification requirements.

Real estate agents must also tell prospective purchasers that under the state Lead Law, a new
owner of a home built before 1978 in which a child under six will live or continue to live must have it either
deleaded or brought under interim control within 90 days of taking title. This package includes a check list to
certify that the prospective purchaser has been fully notified by the real estate agent. This certification
should be filled out and signed by the prospective purchaser before the signing of a purchase and sale
agreement, a lease with an option to purchase or a memorandum of agreement used in a foreclosure sale. It
should be kept in the real estate agent's files. After getting notice, the prospective purchaser has at least 10
days, or longer if agreed to by the seller and buyer, to have a lead inspection or risk assessment if he or she
chooses to have one, except in cases of foreclosure sales. There is no requirement for a lead inspection or
risk assessment before a sale. A list of private lead inspectors and risk assessors licensed by the
Department of Public Health is attached and can also be found on the Childhood Lead Poisoning Prevention
Program's website at www.mass.gov/dph/clppp.

Sellers and real estate agents who do not meet these requirements can face a civil penalty of up to
$1,000 under state law; a civil penalty of up to $10,000 and possible criminal sanctions under federal law, as
well as liability for resulting damages. In addition, a real estate agent who fails to meet these requirements
may be liable under the Massachusetts Consumer Protection Act.

The property transfer notification program began in 1988 and has been very successful. It provides
information you need to protect your child, or your tenants' child, from lead poisoning. Massachusetts has a
tax credit of up to $1,500 for each unit deleaded. There are also a number of grants and no-interest or low-
interest loans available for deleading. It's up to you to do your part toward ending lead poisoning.

PLEASE TAKE THE TIME TO READ THIS DOCUMENT. LEAD POISONING IS THE NATION'S
LEADING ENVIRONMENTAL HAZARD AFFECTING CHILDREN. DON'T GAMBLE WITH YOUR CHILD'S
FUTURE.
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What is lead poisoning? How do children become lead poisoned?

Lead poisoning is caused by exposure to lead in the environment. It is most dangerous for children
under six years old. In young children, too much lead in the body can cause permanent harm to the brain,
kidneys, nervous system and red blood cells. Even at low levels, lead in children's bodies can slow growth
and cause learning and behavioral problems. The main way children get lead poisoned is by swallowing
lead paint dust. They do not have to chew on leaded surfaces or eat paint chips to become poisoned. Most
childhood lead poisoning is caused by children's normal behavior of putting their hands or other things, such
as toys, in their mouths. If their hands or these objects have touched lead dust, this may add lead to their
bodies. Children can also be exposed to lead from such other sources as lead-contaminated soil or water,
but these sources alone rarely cause lead poisoning. Lead can be found in soil near old, lead-painted
houses. If children play in bare, leaded soil, or eat vegetables or fruit grown in such sail, or if leaded soil is
tracked into the home and gets on children's hands or toys, lead may enter their bodies. '

What are the symptoms of lead poisoning? How is it detected?

Most lead poisoned children have no special symptoms. The only way to find out if a child is lead
poisoned is to have his or her blood tested. The Massachusetts Lead Law requires all children between 9
months and 3 years old to be screened annually for lead, and again at age 4 if living in a high-risk
community. If your child has been exposed to lead, or if you do not know if your child under age six has
been screened for lead, ask your child's doctor, other health care provider or your local board of health for a
simple screening test of your child.

What is the treatment for lead poisoning?

Treatment of a lead poisoned child starts with finding and removing the lead hazards to which the
child is exposed. This will include a lead inspection of the child's home, and if lead hazards are identified,
deleading of the home. Medical treatment depends on the child's blood lead level and the child's response to
the removal of the lead source. Parents will be taught about protecting their child from lead exposure. They
will need to watch the child's progress through frequent blood tests. If necessary, the child may receive
special drugs to help rid his body of excess lead. With this treatment, drugs are given daily for as long as
several weeks. Sometimes this must be done more than once. A child who has been lead poisoned will
need a lot of blood tests for a year or more. He or she should be tested for learning problems before starting
school.

Are children under six years old the only ones at risk of lead poisoning?

No. Young children are usually more easily and seriously poisoned than older children or adults, but
lead is harmful to everyone. Lead in the body of a pregnant woman can hurt her baby before birth. Older
children and adults who live in older housing with lead paint hazards may become exposed to lead and
could potentially develop lead poisoning through home renovation. Most lead poisoning in adults is caused
by work-related exposure or home renovation. Even hobby supplies, such as stained glass, bullets and
fishing sinkers, can expose people to lead. Lead poisoning in adults can cause high blood pressure,
problems having children for both men and women, digestive problems, nerve disorders, memory loss and
problems concentrating, and muscle and joint pain. Adults who have any of these symptoms and who have
been exposed to lead should consider being screened for lead. Those who are regularly exposed to lead
through their work are required by law to have their blood tested once a year for lead.
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What are the dangers of lead paint in homes, and when was it used?

Lead paint in homes causes almost all childhood lead poisoning. Lead is so harmful that even a
small amount of fine lead dust that cannot be seen can poison a child. Lead paint covered by layers of
nonleaded paint can still poison children, especially when it is disturbed, such as through normal wear and
tear, or home repair work. When such lead paint is on moving surfaces, such as windows, fine lead dust is
released through normal use. This dust settles, where it can be easily picked up on children’s toys and
fingers. Household paint with poisonous (now illegal) levels of lead was in use in Massachusetts from the
1690s until 1978. In 1978, the U.S. government banned lead from house paint. Lead can be found in all
types of pre-1978 homes: homes in cities, suburbs or the countryside; private housing and state or federal
public housing; single-family and multi-family homes. The older the house, the more likely it is to contain
lead paint. The older the paint, the higher the likely lead content.

Can routine home repairs cause lead poisoning?

There can be a danger of lead poisoning whenever painted surfaces inside or outside the home are
scraped for repainting, or woodwork is stripped or removed, or windows or walls are removed. This is
because lead paint is found in almost all Massachusetts homes built before 1978, and so many of
Massachusetts' homes are old. Do not use power sanders, propane torches or heat guns to remove leaded
paint, as these methods create a lot of lead dust and fumes. Temporarily move your family (especially
children and pregnant women) out of the home while the work is being done and cleaned up, or at a
minimum, tape up plastic sheets to completely seal off the work area. Get a lead inspection done, so that
you will know which surfaces have lead paint and need extra care when preparing for and doing home repair
work, and during cleanup afterwards. Do not do repairs in older homes without learning about safe ways to
do the work to reduce the danger of lead dust. Hundreds of cases of childhood and adult lead poisoning
result each year from do-it-yourself home projects.

How does the owner of a home built before 1978 in which a child under six years old lives meet the
requirements of the Massachusetts Lead Law?

The first step is to have a lead inspection or risk assessment done. A licensed lead inspector will test
the surfaces of the home for lead and give the owner a written report that states where there is lead in
amounts considered a violation by state law, and record any lead hazards that must be corrected. A risk
assessor, who is a specially licensed lead inspector, will do a lead inspection plus a risk assessment, during
which he or she checks the home for the most serious lead hazards that must be fixed for interim control.
(See question about interim control, below.) Only a licensed deleader may do high-risk work, such as
removing lead paint or repairing chipping and peeling lead paint. Either a deleader, the owner or someone
who works for the owner (an agent) can do certain other deleading and interim control tasks. (See next
question.) An owner or agent must get special training to perform the deleading tasks they may do. After the
work is done, the lead inspector or risk assessor returns to check the home. He or she may take dust
samples to test for lead and makes sure the home has been properly cleaned up. If everything is fine, he or
she gives the owner a Letter of Compliance or a Letter of Interim Control. After getting one of these letters,
the owner must take reasonable care of the property, mainly by making sure there is no peeling lead paint.
Can | do some of the deleading myself?

In Massachusetts, the owner or someone who works for the owner (an agent) can do certain
deleading activities. These include covering surfaces with certain materials; removing certain building parts;
capping baseboards; installing vinyl siding on the exterior, and applying encapsulants. Encapsulants are
special liquid coatings made to be long-lasting barriers over lead paint. Before any of these deleading tasks
are done, the owner must first have a lead inspection done and whoever is going to do the work must get
special training. Contact CLPPP for information about this training. In addition, owners or their agents can
perform structural repairs and lead dust cleaning for interim control. Before doing this work, owners and
agents should get and read CLPPP's interim control booklet.
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